Corporate
Partnership
The Whats, whys and hows of a corporate partnership with
MakeLunch
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WELCOME…
We’re so pleased you want to know more about us. Like most things involving kids and
food, we can guarantee it’ll be fun and highly rewarding. To start with, this pack provides
the key information you’ll want to know about who we are, what we do and how you can be
involved.
What is MakeLunch?
It’s simple, MakeLunch is a Christian charity that works to reduce childhood poverty in the
UK, challenges the causes of nutritional poverty and motivates others to make a difference
to the lives of young people who have less than they need or deserve.

Free School Meals provide 1.7 million children with hot and healthy
food, but when schools close for the holidays, so do the kitchens.
Since 2011, MakeLunch have been training and equipping churches and community groups
across England, Scotland and Wales to run holiday meal provision programmes called
“Lunch Kitchens” that support vulnerable families. Over 50,000 meals have been served to
children who otherwise face going hungry in between school terms.
With the help of our Patron, Lindsay Graham, we are also working to eradicate holiday
hunger on a national level. MakeLunch are passionate about making a change across the UK
by telling our story and lobbying government. We collate stories, statistics and information,
which we use, aiming to see national change at a deeper level. If you’re in to social media,

you can search using the hashtag for updates #fillingtheholidaygap.

Your Corporate Responsibility
Whether you have a formal Corporate Responsibility Policy or whether you are simply
looking for a path for your work culture to be more charitable, MakeLunch is a good fit for
your organisation. Let’s work together to make an impact on your staff, your local
community and the national landscape of Holiday Hunger. If you have a passion to be of
benefit to families struggling with the daily costs of food, you are in the right place.

"We met a young dad with his 2 kids, he was desperate to help out, cleaning tables
and sweeping floors. We didn't see him on the second day (the kids said he was still
in bed) but nan brought the youngest child along. The sausage, mash and squash was
the first thing he'd eaten that day. We had lots of leftovers so were able to plate the
family up some extra meals for tea time."
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Why partner?
Here’s a whole bunch of reasons your organisation will love beating holiday hunger with
MakeLunch!
Get Involved Locally
Our Kitchens throughout the UK are often in need of volunteers. We’d love for members of
your team to join in during the school holidays to help at our clubs in a variety of ways.
From helping run games and activities all the way to providing needed parent support and
services, the skills of your team can be put to good use.
Support a National Effort
Between summer 2011 - when we opened our first kitchen in Corby – until March 2017, we
have served over 50,000 meals in more than 100 locations in England, Scotland and
Wales. Our network of churches and community groups continue to grow, and with that
comes the need for training, supporting and providing resources to their lunch clubs.
Supporting MakeLunch’s operating costs helps us to continue to open and support a
national network of Kitchens throughout the UK.
Changing Social Policies
As well as helping you to beat holiday hunger in your corner of the UK, partnering with us
helps to change social policy. MakeLunch works as part of the All Party Parliamentary
Group (APPG), and was a part of the special Holiday Hunger Task Force in 2015-2016.
Most recently, in March 2017, we gave evidence at a parliamentary inquiry on Holiday
Hunger. The APPG report on Holiday Hunger has now been published: you can read the
full report here. We fully support the proposals which include making holiday provision a
statutory requirement for local authorities, funded by the sugary drinks levy and following
agreed national minimum standards.
Health and Safety
MakeLunch is a respected brand because we work to ensure all of our kitchens are in
compliance with criteria for Food, Health & Safety. We require all of our kitchens to be
trained and have the appropriate paperwork in place before they open their project. They
also undergo a face-to-face audit to ensure they follow through on the appropriate
compliance measures, and agree to run safely and ethically to be a part of our network.

“Before I volunteered at TLC, I never felt confident around children and tended to avoid it when
I could. Working at an accounting firm meant I didn’t interact with children much, which
suited me fine! ...The first time I helped out, I felt nervous and a bit uneasy. However, the other
volunteers were helpful and the kids were having fun - it didn’t take long to find myself
playing Jenga, or joining in with Twister! At the end of the first day, there was a sigh of relief but also a smile on my face.”
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What Next?
Finding how your company can work with us can be simple or more in depth, depending on
the level of involvement you’d like to have.

Step 1: Talk to us
Let us know that you’re interested. A chat gives us a chance to learn more about your
company, what your Corporate Responsibility Policy is, and what your goals are. We can
answer any initial questions you have about MakeLunch and find ways that we can partner
together to Fill the Holiday Hunger Gap.

Step 2: Make A Plan
We’ll talk about forming an official “corporate partnership” where you can volunteer locally,
help fund MakeLunch centrally and any additional fund-raising ideas you might be
interested in.
Being an official corporate partner give us the chance to thank you properly on our website
and social media, where we’ll highlight your organisation and we’ll send you quarterly
updates on how we are doing.

Step 3: Get Started
The
last step is pretty simple. We’ll both sign a simple one-page agreement of what we
It
discussed and agreed. Once we’ve decided how working with MakeLunch best fits into your
corporate responsibility goals, it’s time to jump in and get involved!

we’d love to chat!
Leah Lister
Operations Manager
leah@makelunch.org.uk
07718 170200
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